
 

 

  

 

 

Town of Homer 
 

~ 
 

Zoning Law 
 
 

 

 

 

 
   Prepared with assistance from: 

Cortland County Planning Dept. 

             

   December 2007 
 

 



 

 

  

Table of Contents 

 

                    Page 

Article I General         

      Section   101 Title        1 

 102 Purpose       1 

 103  Enforcement       1 

 104 Conflict with other Ordinances    1 

 105 Validity and Severability     1 

 106 Fees        1 

 107 Violations and Penalties     2 

 108 Actions for Injunction      2 

 109 Removal of Violations     2 

 110 Amendments       2 

 111 Repeal of Prior Zoning Ordinance    2 
  

Article II Definitions and Word Usage      

 Section 201 Word Usage       3 

  202 Definitions       3  

 

Article III  Establishment of Districts  

 Section 301 Districts; Zoning Map 24 

  302 District Boundaries 24 

 

Article IV Agricultural Districts  

 Section 401  Purpose 26 

  402 Permitted Uses 26 

  403 Permitted Conditional Uses 26 

  404 Area Regulations 27 

 

Article V Residence Districts  

 Section 501 Purpose 29 

  502 Permitted Uses 29 

  503 Permitted Accessory Uses 29 

  504 Conditional Uses 29 

  505 Accessory Uses 30 

  506 Accessory Buildings 30 

  507 Yard Regulations 31 

  508 Lot Size 31 

  509 Special Properties 31  

 

Article VI Lakeside Districts  

 Section 601 Purpose 32 

  602 Permitted Uses 32 

  603 Permitted Accessory Uses 32 

  604 Permitted Uses Subject to Site Plan Review 32 

  605 Conditional Uses 32 

ii 



 

 

  

 

  606 Accessory Uses 33 

  607 Accessory Buildings 34 

  608 Yard Regulations 34 

  609 Lot Size 34 

  610 Building Coverage 34 

  611 Floor Area 35 

 

Article VII Business Districts  

  Section 701 Purpose 36 

   702 Permitted Uses 36 

   703 Permitted Uses Subject to Site Plan Review 36 

   704 Conditional Uses 37 

   705 Area Regulations 37 

   706 Lot Coverage 38 

    

Article VIII Light Industrial-1 District  

 Section 801 Purpose 39 

  802 Permitted Uses Subject to Site Plan Review 39 

  803 Permitted Accessory Uses 40 

  804 Permitted Conditional Uses 40 

  805 Other Provisions and Requirements 40 

  806 Yard Regulations 41 

 

Article IX Light Industrial-2 District  

 Section 901 Purpose 42 

  902 Permitted Uses Subject to Site Plan Review 42 

  903 Permitted Accessory Uses 43 

  904 Permitted Conditional Uses 43 

  905 Other Provisions and Requirements 43 

  906 Yard Regulations 44 

 

Article X Planned Unit Development Districts  

 Section 1001 Purpose 45 

  1002 Types of Planned Unit Development 45 

  1003 Development Guidelines & Standards 46 

  1004 Procedures for Application for PUD 48 

  1005 PUD Preliminary Master Plan Contents 48 

  1006 PUD Final Level Application 51 

  1007 Town Board Review of PUD Application 51 

  1008 Approval of PUD Preliminary Master Plan 51 

  1009 Effect of Zoning Changes on Approved PUD Plans 52 

  1010 Amendments to PUD Plans 52 

 

iii 

 

 

 



 

 

  

Article XI Aquifer Protection District  

 Section 1101 Purpose 54 

  1102 Scope and Authority 54 

  1103 Establishment of Areas 54 

  1104 Designation of Critical Environmental Area 55 

  1105 Permitted Uses 55 

  1106 Prohibited Uses and Activities 56 

  1107 Restricted Uses and Activities 57 

  1108 Special Permits 59 

  1109 Application for a Special Permit 60 

  1110 Referral and Public Hearing for a Special Permit 62 

  1111 Issuance of Special Permit 63 

  1112 A Change in Use 63 

  1113 Penalties for Offenses 63 

 

Article XII Stormwater Management and Erosion and Sediment Control 
  Section1201 Short Title 64 

  1202 Findings 64 

  1203 Purposes and Objectives 65 

  1204 Authority 65 

  1205 Jurisdiction and Applicability 66 

  1206 Performance Standards 67 

1207 Contents of the Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan 

(SWPPP) 69 

  1208 Plan Application and Review Process 72 

  1209 Construction Inspection 73 

  1210 Maintenance and Repair of Stormwater Facilities 75 

  1211 Regional Stormwater Management Facilities 78 

  1212 Performance Bond 79 

  1213 Enforcement; Penalties 80 

  1214 Appeals 81 

  1215 Variance 81 

 

Article XIII  Regulations Applicable to All Zoning Districts  

 Section 1301 Abandoned Cellar Holes, Wells and Buildings 83 

  1302 Fences 83 

  1303 Open Porches and Carports 84 

  1304  Parking 84 

  1305 Public Garage and Gasoline Sales Stations 85 

  1306 Signs and Billboards 85 

  1307 Storage and Dumping 95 

  1308 Swimming Pools 95 

   

Article XIV  Supplemental Regulations  

 Section 1401 Camping Grounds 97 

  1402 Clubs, Lodges, Fraternal Organizations, Etc. 99 

   

iv 



 

 

  

 1403 Day Care Centers  99 

  1404 Home Occupations  99 

  1405  Hotels and Motels 101 

  1406 Kennels and Animal Hospitals 101 

  1407 Mining 101 

  1408 Motor Vehicle Repair Shops 103 

  1409 Multiple Family Dwellings 103 

  1410 Public Buildings and Grounds 105 

  1411 Restaurants 105 

  1412 Retail Gasoline Outlet 106 

  1413 Small Service Contractor 107 

  1414  Telecommunication Towers 108 

  1415   Single-Wide Manufactured Homes 114 

 

Article XV Site Plan Review  

 Section 1501 Intent 115 

 1502 Applicability 115 

 1503 Sketch Plan Conference 115 

 1504 Preliminary Site Plan Applications 116 

 1505 Planning Board Review of Preliminary Site Plan 118 

 1506 Planning Board Action of Preliminary Site Plan 120 

 1507 Final Site Plan Review Procedure 121 

 1508 Referral to County Planning Board, if Applicable 121 

 1509 Planning Board Action on Final Site Plan 122 

 1510  Reimbursable Costs 122 

 1511 Letter of Credit 122 

 1512 Inspection of Improvements 122 
   

Article XVI Conditional Permits  

 Section  1601 Purpose 123 

  1602 Administration 123 

  1603 Procedure 123 

  1604 Findings 124 

 

Article XVII NonConforming Uses, Buildings and Lots  

 Section 1701 Nonconforming Uses, Buildings and Lots 125 

  1702 Nonconforming Lots 125 

   

Article XVIII Variances  

 Section 1801 Area Variances 126 

 1802 Use Variances 127 

 1803 Conditions and Variances 127 

   

 

 

v 

 

 


